
Working with sports teams at any level can bring a new, fun dimension into your DECA chapter. Not only will you learn from top executives and managers, but it can be another way to engage your members with the material they learn in the classroom. Making connections with the teams is easier than it may appear. Professional, college, and high school teams are more than willing to work with your school through workshops, fundraising, or guest speakers. 
What is the best way to contact the team?

· First you need to choose a sports team. It can be local, college or professional and from any area of sports. The best way is to pick a team that will generate enough interest within your program.

· The marketing department is a great place to start making a contact with the chosen sports team. That department will have the best people to send and the most material to use when working with you. 
· Talk to your family and friends to see if they have any connections with a team. Having a personal contact can really help the process.

· Your school athletic director is another great resource, especially if you want to work with local or college teams. Many athletic directors already have names and numbers on file. 

· Talk to other states’ DECA chapters about their experiences and how they found teams to work with. Many DECA chapters and state associations from around the country already have workshops and activities with teams and can help you generate ideas.  

What do you do before you contact them?

· Have an idea ready when you speak with them. Whether you want a DECA Day at the sports arena or just a guest speaker, the people you speak to are going to want to know exactly what to expect. 
· You might also want to come up with a theme or central topic for the organization to work around; this will make both of your jobs easier.

· Themes can vary from sports marketing, to special event management, to general sales, to handling players.

· Use the team’s websites as a way to gather phone numbers and general information about the team, and to find out if they work with schools and organizations.

· If a team already works with one organization, they may not be willing to bring in another program. However, you can always talk to the first organization and see about joining in.

· The next thing you need to do is clear the activity through your school. Make sure the school board and your principal supports your chapter working with the sports team. 
· Remember, they should want this connection because it looks good for the entire school when you have the support of an outside organization. 
What kind of event should you hold?

· There are many different options you can choose from when working with a sports team: 

· Sponsored fundraisers are a great way you can get your foot in the door with a team.

· Sell tickets for them that allow your chapter or school to earn some of the profits.

· Advertise with them for an upcoming game and have you chapter or state attend.

· Sell merchandise in your school store with team logos.

· Have a guest speaker from the team come to your school. If you don’t have the time or funds to hold a large-scale program, ask the team to send someone over to talk to your members during class.

· Sometimes this is easier to work in and brings a more personal touch to the program.

· Hold a DECA Career Day with the team.

· Have members travel to the stadium to do workshops with the team..This allows you to see the behind the scenes aspects of a sports team first hand.

· Large-scale programs like this can be great publicity for your state association or chapter.
How should you conduct yourself at the event?

· Make sure everyone understands that this is a professional gathering with a purpose, not a field trip.  You want to make a good impression on the team so you can continue your working relationship with them. 

· Even though you’re at a sporting event, make sure to conduct yourself in an appropriate manner.

· Follow the same rules you would at a DECA conference.

· Always be on DECA time to all activities.

· Wear the specified attire.

· If the attire isn’t specified, wear business casual, just in case.

· Be courteous and thankful to everyone from the team.

· Even if they provide you with tickets to a game, be respectful during the game.

· You are not just some rowdy fan; you are representing DECA and your school, so always act respectfully.  

What should you do after the event?
· Maintain contact with this team. 
· Send the person in charge or the event or your guest speaker a thank you card. Make sure to include highlights from the event, something interesting you gained from the experience, and how much everyone enjoyed it.

· You can continue to fundraise with them by selling tickets or promotional items.

· They may even be willing to donate items if you have an auction.

· Follow up with any messages or information they may send you.

· You’ve worked so hard to establish this relationship, don’t let it fall through.

Every member will gain so much from the experience, no matter how large the event is. Connecting with professional and college sports teams is an important way to expand your members’ opportunities in high school and prepare them for the future. 
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